Automating Acrobat

PART 1

Using pdfmark

This is a practical guide to using pdfmark for creation of enhanced PDF
files. It is especially suitable for VBA programmers, as most examples use
Microsoft Word, but has much wider applicability. The methods shown,
with a little adaptation, can be used in a range of application software and

programming/macro languages.

Roy Walter
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Appendix 2
Distiller Automation

The provision of an OLE interface to Distiller in Acrobat 4.0 is a great benefit,
making it much easier to harness the power of Distiller for your own
applications and workflows. The interface exposes one OLE object —
PDFDistiller. As well as ease of use, the provision of this interface means that
you can get status information from Distiller, and relay it to your users.

In VB/VBA you can use a class module to access the methods, properties, and
events associated with the PDFDistiller object. So add a class module to your
project, and add the following to the Declarations section of the module. (Note:
make sure that your project includes a reference to the Acrobat Distiller library.)

Public WithEvents oDist As PDFDistiller

By using the WithEvents qualifier, you will find that the PDFDistiller events are
added to the class module. A class module itself has two events, Initialize and
Terminate, so add the following code to the Initialize event, to create the
PDFDistiller object when the class is instantiated elsewhere in your code.

Private Sub Class_Initialize
Set oDist = New PDFDistiller

End Sub

To use the class in your code you need to create a new instance using the New
keyword. So in a standard module you would create a variable for the class
instance, and then instantiate it as below.

Private Sub DistilAFile(svinputPS, svOutputPDF, svJobOptions)

“Assuming you have called your class module cAcroDist
Dim myPDFDist As cAcroDist

Set myPDFDist = New cAcroDist
Call myPDFDist.oDist.FileToPDF(svInputPS, _
svOutputPDF, svJobOptions)

End Sub



Distiller Automation

The above example introduces the FileToPDF method for distilling a PostScript
file. Obviously, you need to create a PostScript file somewhere else in your
program for Distiller to work on. The arguments for the method should be self-
explanatory, but the following points should be noted:

— Ifyou omit the PDF filename (svOutputPDF), Distiller generates a PDF
filename from svInputPS, replacing the extension with “.pdf”.

— Ifyou don’t provide a Job Options filename, Distiller uses its current Job
Options file.

— Ifyou do provide a Job Options argument as a filename only, Distiller
assumes the file to be in its Settings Directory.

Distiller automation properties
The following properties are available.

bShowWindow = [True/False]

—  showr/hide Distiller status window at startup

bSpoolJobs = [True/False]

—  to determine whether or not jobs are spooled by Distiller

For example.

myPDFDist.oDist.bShowWindow = True
Call myPDFDist.oDist.FileToPDF _
(svIinputPS, svOutputPDF, svJobOptions)

Distiller automation events

There are six Distiller events that you can use to chart the progress and/or status
of a job. Again, they are more or less self documenting, but for the sake of
completeness they are listed below.

OnJobStart(ByVal strinputPostScript As String, _
ByVal strOutputPDF As String)

— fired when a job begins processing

OnJobDone(ByVal strinputPostScript As String, _
ByVal strOutputPDF As String)

—  fired when a job completes successfully
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OnJobFail(ByVal strinputPostScript As String, _
ByVal strOutputPDF As String)

—  fired when a job ends unsuccessfully

OnLogMessage(ByVal strMessage As String)

— fired at various times with the text messages that normally appear in
Distiller’s message log window. The text contains the usual carriage return-
line feed pair at the end of each line. A single call to OnLogMessage may
contain multiple lines or partial lines of text. In the current version of
Distiller, the text that’s passed in this message may contain line feed
characters without carriage return characters. The application should not
make any assumptions about how this text is formatted and should be
prepared to receive either line feed characters (LF) alone or carriage return-
line feed (CR-LF) pairs.

OnPercentDone(ByVal nPercentDone As Long)

— fired periodically during a job to indicate overall progress

OnPageNumber (ByVal nPageNumber As Long)

— fired periodically during a job to indicate the current page number

For example, you might want to display a progress dialog (from the class
module) as follows.

Private Sub oDist_OnPercentDone(ByVal nPercentDone As Long)
With frmProgress

IT nPercentDone = 100 Then
Beep
Else
-Labell.Visible = True
-Labell.Caption = "Distilling ... " & nPercentDone & "%"
-Repaint
End If

End With

End Sub
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